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Florida College System Foundation 
P.O. Box 10503 
Tallahassee, FL 32302 
850-245-9494
www.fldoe.org/fcs/foundation

s. 1004.71, F.S. The Florida College System Foundation is 
organized and shall be operated exclusively 
for charitable, cultural, scientific and 
educational purposes, and for the realization 
and attainment thereof for the following 
purposes: 

• To support the development of
economic services to business and
industry.

• To promote public involvement and
awareness of state educational
policy issues.

• To provide scholarships and other
kinds of support services to students
in furtherance of their
postsecondary education.

• To publicize and promote activities
in support of the Florida College
System.

• To support the development of
innovative programs.

• To support the advancement of
sound educational policies and
programs.

• To support the activities and staff of
the Chancellor of the Florida College
System as they relate to the mission
of the Florida College System.

Goal 1: Increase Student Support  
(Scholarships, Books, Technology and other 
Support Programs) 

Double the endowments for student support 
and prioritize student completion with these 
funds. 

• Organize and prepare for increased
fundraising

• Utilize scholarship criteria to
prioritize funds for student
completion

• Secure gifts to fund student support
in specific areas such as
baccalaureate degree students,
teaching, IT, healthcare fields, dual
enrollment, international programs,
and developmental education.

Goal 2: Increase System Support 
(Grants, Programs, Marketing and support 
for Division, Chancellor, Institutions and 
Faculty) 

Double system support through increased 
grants and programs. 

See Tab 1. The Florida College System is the 
primary access point to undergraduate 
education for Floridians, including 
recent high school graduates and 
returning adult students. The Florida 
College System (FCS) responds quickly 
and efficiently to meet the demand of 
employers by aligning certificate and 
degree programs with regional 
workforce needs. With an array of 
programs and services, The Florida 
College System’s 28 institutions serve 
individuals, communities, and the state 
with low cost, high quality education 
opportunities.  The FCS Foundation has 
been providing student scholarships to 
help these students succeed and enter 
the workforce since 1999. The 
Foundation has provided $11,694,598 
in scholarships to students enrolled in 
Florida's 28 colleges since its inception. 
The FCS Foundation will award 
$1,121,620 in scholarships for the 
2020-21 academic year. The 
Foundation also acts as the fiscal agent 
for many private grants aimed at 
student success programs for the 
Division of Florida Colleges and the 
system.  The Foundation is a 501(c)(3) 

http://www.fldoe.org/fcs/foundation
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Florida College System Foundation 
P.O. Box 10503 
Tallahassee, FL 32302 
850-245-9494
www.fldoe.org/fcs/foundation

• To solicit and receive by gift, devise
or bequest, and to acquire by
purchase, lease, exchange, or
otherwise, or to dispose of by sale,
exchange, transfer or otherwise,
property, both real and personal,
either as absolute owner of, as
trustee thereof, and to manage and
administer the same.

• To receive contributions, grants,
gifts, from and to transfer property,
both real and personal, to other
organizations identified and
associated with The Florida College
System Foundation, Inc., which are
tax exempt organizations under the
provisions of Section 501(c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code of the United
States of America or acts
amendatory thereof or
supplementary thereto.

• In furtherance of the above
purposes, to conduct any and all
activities permitted to an
organization exempt under Section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue
Code or acts amendatory thereof or
supplementary thereto.

• Organize and prepare for additional
grant writing

• Board members invite Chancellor
and/or President to local industry to
seek statewide partnership

• Pursue additional state settlement
funds

• Pursue funds for startup or
expansion of programs aligned with
state workforce needs

Goal 3: Organizational Growth to Reflect 
System Growth 
(Board Development and Growth; Staff 
Expansion) 

Expand the role of the FCSF board and add 
five new board members, who bring specific 
skills or influence with potential funders. 
Increase coordination with the FCS 
stakeholder groups and increase FCSF staff 
as funding allows. 

• Define the role and expectation of
board members

• Achieve diversity of race/gender,
geographic representation

non-profit organization and the official 
direct support organization for the FCS.  
The Foundation is organized and 
operated exclusively to receive, hold, 
invest and administer property and to 
make expenditures to, or for the 
benefit of, the FCS institutions in this 
state.  The Foundation acts as the fiscal 
agent for the Student Success Center 
(SSC) Grant.  The SSC will create a 
robust, statewide framework for action 
to foster strategies grounded in 
developing student-centered pathways 
focusing on broad-scale change 
affecting the daily experience of Florida 
College System students.  The SSC will 
unify college initiatives, programs and 
reform efforts to accelerate and scale 
best practices.  
The Florida College System Foundation 
supports the comprehensive mission of 
the Florida College System and its 
students to be the nation’s leading 
advocate for postsecondary 
educational opportunity, access and 
student success while respecting and 
protecting the autonomy and local 
support of Florida's 28 colleges.  Our 
strategic plan includes goals to increase 

http://www.fldoe.org/fcs/foundation
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• Align new board members with
targeted industry sectors for
potential funding

• Establish a Leadership Council or
“Chancellor’s Circle of funders or
industry leaders who know funders

See the attached Strategic Plan Document 
under Tab 1. 

statewide partnerships for student 
scholarships, and continue to expand 
system wide support with our local 
colleges with federal and private grants 
to promote student success and 
increase graduation rates.  The 22 
member Board of Directors will 
continue to cultivate public private 
partnerships for scholarships and 
programs. 

The Florida Education Foundation, 
Inc. 
325 West Gaines Street, Room 1524 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0400 
850-245-5087
www.floridaeducationfoundation.org

s. 1001.24, F.S. As a valued partner in public education 
and a direct support organization for the 
Florida Department of Education, the 
Florida Education Foundation invests in 
high achievement for every student to 
contribute to Florida’s globally 
competitive workforce. 

The Florida Education Foundation 
supports the Florida Department of 
Education and highest student 
achievement for all Florida students 
through: 

1. Recognizing and supporting the
development of teachers,
learners and leaders.

2. Telling the story of Florida’s
education progress in preparing
students for lifelong success.

3. Raising and managing financial
resources to improve Florida’s
outcomes.

See Tab 2. The Foundation continues to directly 
support the Department of Education 
in alignment for the original purpose 
that was outlined in Section 1001.24, 
Florida Statutes. The Foundation 
exclusively receives, holds, invests, and 
administers property and makes 
expenditures to or for the benefit of 
public pre-kindergarten through 12-
grade education in Florida. The 
Foundation:  

• Remains true to its mission and
is dedicated to continuing to
encourage collaboration among
parents, business people,
community members and
Florida’s public schools to
improve student achievement.

http://www.floridaeducationfoundation.org/
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• Closely aligns its strategic plan
with the FLDOE’s priorities.

• Serves as an efficient fiscal
agent for statewide education-
specific workshops,
professional learning programs,
and conferences.

• Serves as an efficient and
necessary fiscal agent for
corporate and private grants
that benefit PreK-12 education
in Florida.

• Exhibits sound fiscal
management which is
documented in its external
audit.

• Serve as a catalyst to promote
excellence for Florida's public
pre-kindergarten through
twelfth grade education by
fostering the development of
community and private sector
resources to be applied to
Florida's Public Education
System.

• Continues to actively develop
and execute innovative
programs that encourages
student achievement, such as
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the Commissioner’s Business 
Roundtables, the Sunshine 
State Scholars program, the 
Commissioner’s Business 
Recognition Awards, and the 
Florida Teacher of the Year 
program.  

Florida Endowment for Vocational 
Rehabilitation (dba The Able Trust) 
3320 Thomasville Rd, Ste. 200 
Tallahassee, FL  32308 
850-224-4493
www.abletrust.org

s. 413.615, F.S. From s. 413.615(5), F.S. – The Florida 
Endowment Foundation for Vocational 
Rehabilitation is hereby created as a direct-
support organization of the Division of 
Vocational Rehabilitation, to encourage 
public and private support to enhance 
vocational rehabilitation and employment of 
citizens who are disabled. 

From Bylaws –To be a key provider in 
providing Floridians with disabilities 
opportunities for successful employment. 

Over the next three fiscal years, the 
organization plans to: 

• Enhance its fundraising and grant-
writing efforts to secure additional
private and public gifts, grants, and
endowed funds in order to maintain
and grow its grant-making efforts
that support rehabilitation and
employment opportunities
benefiting Floridians with disabilities;

• Continue its focus on programs
directed at youth and young adults,
particularly the continuation and
expansion of the High School High
Tech program and the creation and
expansion of a Young Professionals
Network;

• Enhance its communications and
research efforts in order to better
promote and encourage

See Tab 3. The Endowment: 
• Remains true to its mission and

is focused on a strategic plan
that is closely aligned with the
priorities of the FDOE Division
of Vocational Rehabilitation
(VR);

• Has updated fiscal and
operational processes that
ensure sound fiscal
management and transparency,
reviewed annually by an
outside independent audit.

• Is an effective vehicle for
cultivating meaningful
partnerships between the FDOE
and VR and other stakeholders;
and

• Is actively engaged in
developing and successfully
executing innovative programs,

http://www.abletrust.org/
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Florida Endowment for Vocational 
Rehabilitation (dba The Able Trust) 
3320 Thomasville Rd, Ste. 200 
Tallahassee, FL  32308 
850-224-4493
www.abletrust.org

employment opportunities for 
Floridians with disabilities, with 
particular engagement around 
Disability Employment Awareness 
Month and focused industry-
recognition activities, 
encouragement of internship and 
work experience opportunities, and 
information and resources to assist 
employers and individuals with 
disabilities as they work together to 
build employment opportunities;  

• Reestablish regional business
leadership and exchange networks
across the state; and

• Institute capacity-building efforts
focused on strengthening local
community rehabilitation providers
and other partners that support the
mission of meaningful and
sustainable employment for
Floridians with disabilities.

The Able Trust will also continue to expand 
its support for Division of Vocational 
Rehabilitation training activities and events, 
as well as focus on the sustainability and 
reauthorization of the organization, currently 

such as its statewide High 
School High Tech program, the 
development of business 
outreach and engagement 
programs, and outcome-
focused statewide employment 
activities conducted with a 
variety of partnering 
organizations. 

• The Able Trust works with
various public and private
partners including
CareerSource Florida and the
Department of Economic
Opportunity on issues
connected to the employment
of people with disabilities, and
provides assistance to
employers who include or plan
to include people with
disabilities in their workforce.

• In FY 2019, The Able Trust
supported a number of
community organizations with
technical and staff assistance as
well as funding.  The
organization provided
$2,438,442 in grants and
related support.

http://www.abletrust.org/
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Rehabilitation (dba The Able Trust) 
3320 Thomasville Rd, Ste. 200 
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due to be “sunset” by 1 October 2023 unless 
saved from repeal before that date. 

See the attached Strategic Plan Document 
under Tab 3. 

Blind Services Foundation of Florida, 
Inc.  
325 W. Gaines St. Room 1114, 
Turlington Building, 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 
1-800-342-1828
www.blindservicesfoundation.org

Blind Services Foundation of Florida, 

s. 413.0111, F.S. The Blind Services Foundation of Florida, 
Inc., serves Florida’s blind citizens with 
intensity. Our efforts are to use funds of the 
Foundation to support programs of the 
Florida Division of Blind Services; and to 
conduct programs and activities, and initiate 
developmental projects for the benefit of 
citizens of Florida who are blind and/or 
visually impaired. 

Over the next three fiscal years, the Blind 
Services Foundation will focus on: 

• Internal controls developed and
implemented during this year

• The development and approval of
a new approach to soliciting
proposals

• Distribution of funds
• Marketing of the Bikers Care

motorcycle tag
• Overseeing the development of a

vocational evaluation tool and
ancillary products

See the attached Strategic Plan Document 
under Tab 4. 

See Tab 4. The Florida Division of Blind Services, 
rationale to continue the Blind Services 
Foundation of Florida, Inc., is that the 
foundation:  

• Maintains its mission and is
focused on a strategic plan that
is closely aligned with the
priorities of the FDBS;

• Serves as an efficient fiscal
agent for statewide initiatives
and developmental projects for
the benefit of blind and/or
visually impaired Floridians,
through fundraising and
advocacy groups for the blind
and/or visually impaired
Floridians;

• Is an effective vehicle for
cultivating meaningful
partnerships between the FDBS
and other stakeholders; and

• Is actively engaged in

http://www.abletrust.org/
http://www.blindservicesfoundation.org/
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Inc.  
325 W. Gaines St. Room 1114, 
Turlington Building, 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 
1-800-342-1828
www.blindservicesfoundation.org

Blind Services Foundation of Florida, 

developing and successfully 
executing innovative programs 
such as the Bikers Care Tag 
initiative and supports the 
efforts of the FDBS regarding 
services to support the blind 
and/or visually impaired 
community. 

• The Foundation funded and is
overseeing the development of
the Vocational Evaluation
Project that created a
vocational evaluation tool that
has garnered interest in its use
nationwide and in Canada, the
development of a manual to
accompany the tool, the
creation of a listing of related
tests that could be used in
conjunction with the tool, and
an outline of the specific value
of this approach to assessing
the vocational readiness of
people who are blind or have
low vision.

• The Foundation will focus on
marketing initiatives such as a
new brochure, posters and an
updated website that will

http://www.blindservicesfoundation.org/
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showcase its projects and bring 
awareness to the efforts of the 
Foundation. 

http://www.blindservicesfoundation.org/
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