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IMPAIRED DRIVING ANNUAL REPORT
January 31, 2024

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Note: For the purposes of this report, the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles will be referred to as the department, or as FLHSMV.

Pursuant to section 381.989 of Florida Statutes, FLHSMV maintains statewide impaired driving
education campaigns to raise awareness and prevent marijuana-related and cannabis-related
impaired driving. Beginning in the year 2017, and annually thereafter, the statute requires the
department to capture data on the number of marijuana-related citations and crashes, and to
report this data on January 31st of each year to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and
the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

To assist in capturing the data on marijuana-related and other drug impairment crashes, the
department implemented a supplement to Florida’s Traffic Crash report. The supplement has
been adopted by all law enforcement agencies in the state and captures seven drug types based
on the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA) recommendations for drug
impairment. This supplement is required to be provided with all crash reports indicating a person
was impaired by drugs at the time of the crash.

The department trains a number of Florida Highway Patrol Troopers as Drug Recognition Experts,
also known as DREs. DREs are highly-trained law enforcement officers with expert knowledge in
an extensive range of driver impairments and their associated signs and symptoms. DREs are
dispatched to assist investigations and obtain convictions in cases involving impaired driving.

IMPAIRED DRIVING CAMPAIGNS

Each year, FLHSMV promotes public safety on Florida’s roadways and educates residents and
visitors to the state on the dangers of impaired driving through ongoing public awareness
campaigns.

In March 2023, FLHSMV launched the annual “Never Drive Impaired” campaign, focusing on the
message “Impairment is No lllusion” to drive home the point that impairment’s consequences are
real, and minimal amounts of alcohol or drugs can alter judgment and negatively affect cognitive
abilities.

FLHSMYV targeted motorists ages 18 to 39, and in March saw nearly 40,000 page views of its
Impaired Driving web page, including an uptick in the age 24 to 35 demographic.

FLHSMV achieved nearly 13 million total impressions and over 1 million engagements through
paid media such as Google, YouTube, Facebook, Instagram, iHeart Radio, Florida News Network,
and Gas Station TV, and through earned media across social media channels. The campaign-
launch press release was viewed by over 11,000 individuals, leading to 15 broadcast TV, radio
news segments, online and print news stories.


https://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2023/0381.989

March has one of the highest crash rates of the year and includes events such as St. Patrick’s
Day, Spring Break and Daytona Bike Week. The Florida Highway Patrol, or FHP, had a presence
at Bike Week through FLHSMV's partnership with the Daytona International Speedway. This
partnership and presence at Bike Week helped expand FLHSMV's footprint in an additional
annual event with a large target audience.

FLHSMV developed messaging and graphics and provided marketing materials to FHP Public
Affairs Officers, public safety partners, and other stakeholders throughout the state. FHP
participated in multiple events during March, in direct correlation to the “Never Drive Impaired”
campaign.

The “Never Drive Impaired” message continued throughout the 2023 calendar year, including the
two-month “Safe Summer Travel” campaign, and during November and December, when
FLHSMV launched its “Safe Holiday Travel” campaign, focusing on the message “From Highway
to Holiday, Arrive Alive This Season.”

FLORIDA HIGHWAY PATROL DRUG RECOGNITION EXPERT PROGRAM

A Drug Recognition Expert, also known as a DRE, is an officer who has received specialized
training and has been certified by the International Association of Chiefs of Police to evaluate
suspects and determine if a subject is impaired, what drug categories are causing the
impairment, and if a medical condition is causing the impairment.

Because of the complexity and technical aspects of the DRE training, not all law
enforcement officers may be suited for the training. In Florida, an officer must have at least three
years of law enforcement experience, must have completed the 24-hour National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration Standardized Field Sobriety Testing course, as well as the 16-hour
Advanced Roadside Impaired Driving Enforcement course. An application must be completed
which includes proof of completion of the two prerequisite courses mentioned above, the
endorsement of their local Assistant State Attorney, a recommendation of two other DRESs, a
recommendation from their department chief or designee, and copies of two DUI case reports the
applicant has completed within the last year. This application is reviewed by the State DRE
Coordinator at the Institute of Police Technology and Management.

In order to maintain certification, DREs must conduct a minimum of four evaluations within the
two years, submit a rolling log and current resume, and attend eight hours of recertification
training.

FHP currently has 54 Certified Drug Recognition Experts. Thirteen of the 54 certified are DRE
Instructors. FHP provides a pay additive to those members who achieve and maintain their
certification.

FHP is committed to the success of the program and recognizes the need for more certified
officers, as well as the benefits of the highly-trained Troopers. We are scheduling Standardized
Field Sobriety Testing and Advanced Roadside Impaired Driving Enforcement courses for our
members to prepare them for DRE Training, as well as to provide our Troopers with the skills to
more effectively combat impaired driving. The locations and number of DREs are listed in the
following table:



Troop A 8 Active
Troop B 8 Active
Troop C 11 Active
Troop D 5 Active
Troop E 2 Active
Troop F 3 Active
Troop G 5 Active
Troop H 2 Active
Troop K 0 Active
Troop L 2 Active
Troop Q 8 Active

CRASH REPORTING DATA AND BASELINE INFORMATION

In accordance with section 381.989 of Florida Statutes, the department established baseline
data and provides reports annually on the number of marijuana-related traffic crashes occurring
in the state.

The table below depicts general impaired driving crash information as reported by the department
in the Traffic Crash Facts Annual Reports.

Drug & Alcohol Confirmed Crashes and Fatalities by Year
Drug and Drug and

Alcohol Alcohol Drug Drug

Year Confirmed Confirmed Confirmed Confirmed AICQhOI AICQhOI
" . Confirmed Confirmed
Crashes Fatalities Crashes Fatalities o
Crashes Fatalities
2018 5,106 372 673 348 386 300
2019 4,984 378 730 381 420 342
2020 4,554 384 708 384 380 328
2021 5,111 407 747 420 414 383
2022 5,262 423 617 367 368 332
TOTAL 25,017 1,964 3,475 1,900 1,968 1,685



https://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2023/0381.989
https://www.flhsmv.gov/resources/crash-citation-reports/

The information in the following tables depicts data submitted to the
department as of January 22, 2024, from the crash report supplements, but is
considered preliminary and may change as updates become available.

The chart below depicts the number of times a type of drug was reported in a crash during the
respective year. Please note that one crash can have multiple drugs reported. Please also note
that more than one driver or non-motorist involved in a single crash may be tested for drugs. For
example, if a crash involves two or more vehicles, all the drivers may be tested for drugs.

Prevalence of Drugs by Type by Year

Drugs Found 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 ?roatg?
Amphetamine 231 244 253 222 122 1,072
Cocaine 203 189 190 179 87 848
Marijuana 537 572 594 503 276 2,482
Opiate 173 151 153 112 71 660
Other Controlled Substance 510 415 465 366 201 1,957
Other Drug (excludes post-crash drugs) | 151 158 144 110 74 637
PCP 2 0 1 1 1 5
Unknown 11 9 5 4 4 33
Grand Total 1,818 | 1,738 | 1,805 | 1,497 836 7,694

Of the drug types reported, Marijuana was the most prevalent category, followed by Other
Controlled Substance, Amphetamine, Cocaine and Opiate.

Individuals aged 25-29 were the most reported age group in crashes with 705 drug-related
crashes and 1,180 positive drug test results reported to the department. The most prevalent drug
in this age group was Marijuana followed by Other Controlled Substance.

Marijuana is the most prevalent drug in teenagers and young adults, ages 10 through 24, involved
in crashes. Marijuana prevalence begins to decrease at 25 years of age and older.

The Other Controlled Substance drug type includes prescription drugs such as benzodiazepines.
The Other Drug type includes non-prescription drugs such as allergy medication or those without
a specific category for the test result. Unknown is reported when the test produces an unknown
result.



The following table depicts the types of drugs and the total crashes in which that drug was
reported. As there can be up to four drug results reported in drivers and non-motorists involved in
a crash, a single crash may be counted in more than one drug type. For example, this table shows
587 crashes in 2021 in which Marijuana was reported. However, the Prevalence of Drugs by Type
by Year table on page 4 shows Marijuana was reported 594 times, meaning more than one person
in a single crash tested positive for Marijuana.

Prevalence of Drugs in Crashes by Year

Drugs Found 2019 2020 @ 2021 2022 2023 %atg‘lj
Amphetamine 227 238 252 222 119 1,058
Cocaine 202 188 190 178 87 845
Marijuana 518 554 587 480 272 2,411
Opiate 167 143 149 108 65 632
Other Controlled Substance 394 352 390 300 165 1,601
Other Drug (excludes post-crash drugs) | 131 138 125 101 65 560
PCP 2 0 1 1 1 5
Unknown 11 9 5 4 4 33
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The table below depicts the prevalence of drugs by type and age group of persons involved in drug-related crashes.

Prevalence of Drug Types by Age Range 2019-2023

Other Other Drug
Age Range Amphetamine Cocaine Marijuana Controlled (excludes post- Unknown Grand Total
Substance crash drugs)

No age provided 1 4 0 0 1 3 0 0 9
10-14 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 3
15-19 16 13 193 11 42 12 0 2 289
20-24 74 76 467 37 158 35 1 2 850
25-29 152 127 454 85 283 73 0 6 1,180
30-34 169 118 339 111 254 88 2 4 1,085
35-39 175 110 269 87 272 85 0 5 1,003
40-44 138 88 214 56 207 63 0 2 768
45-49 117 80 133 63 180 63 1 1 638
50-54 103 75 117 61 153 52 0 4 565
55-59 51 64 118 51 150 53 0 3 490
60-64 39 61 90 37 104 46 0 1 378
65-69 20 17 48 33 87 26 0 1 232
70-74 9 13 30 10 32 22 0 1 117
75-79 5 1 6 8 24 9 0 0 53
80-84 1 1 0 6 4 2 1 1 16
85-89 1 0 2 2 6 4 0 0 15
90-94 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 2
95-99 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1

Grand Total




The following table depicts the types of drugs involved in traffic crash fatalities or traffic crash injuries.
As there can be up to four drug results reported in drivers and non-motorists involved in a crash, a single fatality

may be counted in more than one drug type.

Fatalities & Injuries by Year by Drug Type
./ 209 | 202 [ 2021 | 2022 | 2023 |

Drugs Found Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries Fatalities Injuries
Amphetamine 138 190 152 183 148 165 150 163 69 73
Cocaine 130 166 126 115 126 117 125 100 52 59
Marijuana 401 486 444 484 459 457 398 446 190 207
Opiate 79 149 55 148 80 116 62 78 25 67
Other Controlled 231 415 199 312 217 296 196 263 73 123
Substance

Other Drug

(excludes post- 105 116 117 92 99 99 82 69 46 42
crash drugs)

PCP 0 3 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0
Unknown 4 10 4 7 2 10 0 2 1 2




The following table depicts, by county and year of crash, the types of drugs and the total crashes where that
drug was reported. As there can be up to four drug results reported in driver(s) and/or non-motorist(s) involved
in a crash, a single crash may be counted in more than one drug type.

Fatalities and Injuries by County, by Drug Type, by Year

County Name

ALACHUA

Drugs Found
Amphetamine
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Marijuana
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Other Drug (excludes post-crash drugs)
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Fatalities and Injuries by County, by Drug Type, by Year

County Name

Drugs Found

2019

2020

2021

2022

2023
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Other Drug (excludes post-crash drugs)
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PCP

Unknown

CHARLOTTE

Amphetamine

Cocaine

Marijuana

Opiate

Other Controlled Substance

Other Drug (excludes post-crash drugs)

PCP
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Fatalities and Injuries by County, by Drug Type, by Year

County Name

Drugs Found

2019

2020

2021

2022

2023

COLUMBIA
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Fatalities and Injuries by County, by Drug Type, by Year

County Name

Drugs Found

2019

2020

2021

2022

2023

FRANKLIN

Amphetamine
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Marijuana

Opiate

Other Controlled Substance

Other Drug (excludes post-crash drugs)

PCP

Unknown

GADSDEN
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Other Controlled Substance

Other Drug (excludes post-crash drugs)

PCP

Unknown
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Fatalities and Injuries by County, by Drug Type, by Year

County Name

Drugs Found

2019

2020

2021

2022

2023
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Fatalities and Injuries by County, by Drug Type, by Year

County Name

Drugs Found

2019

2020

2021

2022

2023
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Fatalities and Injuries by County, by Drug Type, by Year

County Name

Drugs Found

2019

2020

2021

2022

2023

LEON

Amphetamine

Cocaine

Marijuana
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Other Controlled Substance

Other Drug (excludes post-crash drugs)

PCP
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Fatalities and Injuries by County, by Drug Type, by Year

County Name

Drugs Found

2019

2020

2021

2022

2023

MARTIN
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Cocaine
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Other Controlled Substance

Other Drug (excludes post-crash drugs)
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Fatalities and Injuries by County, by Drug Type, by Year

County Name

Drugs Found

2019

2020

2021

2022

2023

Amphetamine 11 12 18 21 5
Cocaine 30 24 29 20 6
Marijuana 25 18 25 20 5
Opiate 18 2 5 1 3
ORANGE Other Controlled Substance 33 17 32 19 13
Other Drug (excludes post-crash drugs) 3 16 12 10 7
PCP 0 0 0 0 0
Unknown 0 0 5 0 0
Amphetamine 5 1 2 6 0
Cocaine 6 11 3 2 3
Marijuana 6 16 15 11 6
Opiate 1 4 6 4 0
OSCEOLA Other Controlled Substance 21 7 7 10 5
Other Drug (excludes post-crash drugs) 4 5 2 0 0
PCP 0 0 0 0 0
Unknown 0 0 0 0 0
Amphetamine 4 4 2 12 3
Cocaine 15 6 17 4 4
Marijuana 24 18 36 35 16
Opiate 14 14 10 3 16
PALM BEACH Other Controlled Substance 38 24 34 38 9
Other Drug (excludes post-crash drugs) 0 8 8 6 5
PCP 0 0 0 0 0
Unknown 0 3 0 2 0
Amphetamine 12 30 18 19 6
Cocaine 8 7 8 2 6
Marijuana 27 49 21 32 15
Opiate 20 5 4 8 4
PASCO Other Controlled Substance 44 26 35 33 15
Other Drug (excludes post-crash drugs) 5 12 3 8 6
PCP 0 0 0 0 0
Unknown 2 0 0 0 0
Amphetamine 15 22 28 25 5
Cocaine 14 8 16 22 10
Marijuana 34 34 59 31 30
Opiate 14 21 9 9 6
PINELLAS Other Controlled Substance 16 28 36 34 14
Other Drug (excludes post-crash drugs) 13 2 1 4 2
PCP 0 0 0 0 0
Unknown 0 0 0 0 0
Amphetamine 4 9 22 13 3
Cocaine 9 2 8 9 8
Marijuana 10 49 31 27 20
POLK Opiate 0 0 5 1 1
Other Controlled Substance 4 11 7 7 0
Other Drug (excludes post-crash drugs) 0 17 18 9 0
PCP 0 0 0 0 0
Unknown 0 0 0 0 0




Fatalities and Injuries by County, by Drug Type, by Year

County Name

Drugs Found

2019

2020

2021

2022

2023
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Fatalities and Injuries by County, by Drug Type, by Year

County Name

Drugs Found

2019

2020

2021

2022

2023

SUMTER
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Other Controlled Substance

Other Drug (excludes post-crash drugs)
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Unknown
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Fatalities and Injuries by County, by Drug Type, by Year

County Name

Drugs Found

2019

2020

2021

2022

2023

WALTON
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