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NO NET LOSS OF HUNTING LANDS
Fiscal Year 2014-2015 Report

The 2006 Florida Legislature took action to commit the State of Florida to preserving
hunting lands and hunting opportunities for the future. This document constitutes the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s (Commission) annual report to the Legislature on
the status of hunting lands available to the public, required pursuant to section 379.3001(6),
Florida Statutes (“No Net Loss of Hunting Lands”).

This report describes the acreage managed by the Commission that was open to hunting
during Fiscal Year 2014-2015, and the acreage managed by the Commission that was closed to
hunting. As defined in statute, “Commission-managed lands” are lands owned by the
Commission, lands owned by the State over which the Commission holds lead or cooperative
management authority, or privately owned lands that are leased or managed by the Commission.
Other state agencies and water management districts that own or manage land are also required
in section 379.3001(7), Florida Statutes, to report properties with acreage open and closed to
hunting during the previous fiscal year (except for right-of-way lands, parcels under 50 acres,
and State Parks).

Under the provisions of section 379.3001(4), Florida Statutes, Commission land
management decisions and actions, including decisions made by private owners to close hunting
land managed by the Commission, shall not result in any net loss of land acreage available for
hunting opportunities on Commission-managed lands that existed on the effective date of the act
(June 7, 2006). The law also requires that the Commission expeditiously find replacement
acreage for hunting to compensate for closures of any existing hunting land. Furthermore,
replacement lands shall, to the greatest extent possible, be located within the same administrative
region of the Commission and shall be consistent with the hunting discipline that the
Commission allowed on the closed land.

Approximately 3,331,485 acres of Commission-managed public hunting land existed on
the effective date of the act. The total acreage of Commission-managed public hunting lands
existing June 30, 2015, is 3,485,373 acres. Decisions and actions taken by the Commission since
the adoption of the No Net Loss of Hunting Lands legislation have resulted in a net increase of
153,888 acres of Commission-managed hunting lands, as of June 30, 2015.

It is important to note that in addition to the 3,485,373 acres of Commission-managed
public hunting lands, there were approximately 2,445,374 acres of federally-owned lands in the
wildlife management area system available for public hunting during Fiscal Year 2014-2015.
This results in a total of 5,930,747 acres of land open for public hunting in Florida. The
complete list of properties managed by the Commission or cooperatively managed that were
open for public hunting during Fiscal Year 2014-2015 is provided in Table 1. A list of properties
managed by the Commission or cooperatively managed that were not open for public hunting,
36,575 acres, during Fiscal Year 2014-2015, is provided in Table 2. These lands were closed to
public hunting prior to Fiscal Year 2014-2015. Table 3 provides information regarding
Commission-managed lands that were removed from the wildlife management area system,
8,155 acres, during Fiscal Year 2014-2015. Please note that acreage figures reported herein may
be revised based on final verification of these figures by cooperating landowners and agencies.
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