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September 29, 2006 

The Honorab le Tom Lee 
President 
The Florida Senate 
Suite 409, The Capito l 
404 South Monroe St reet 
Tallahassee. FL 32399· \\ 00 

Dear M r. President: 

House Bill 265 adopted during the 2006 Session of the Florida Legislatu re, Chapter 2006-98, 
Laws of Florida, requ ires the annual submission ora report to the Legislature regarding "no net 
loss of hunting lands" (secti on 372.0025, F.S.). Enclosed is our report in compliance wi th these 
requirements for the 2005·2006 Fiscal Year. 

If you would like additional in fonnation, please contact me at 850-487-3796 o r Mr. Nick Wiley, 
Director, Division of Hun ting and Game Management, at 850-488-383 1. Thank you for your 
continu ing interest and support. 

kdh/pas 
Enclosures 

cc; Ms. Jane Hayes, Staff Director, Senate General Govern ment Appropnations Committee 
Mr. Wayne Kiger, Staff Director, Senate Environmental Preservation Committee 

Sincerely, 

~ifJt) 
Kenneth D. Haddad 
Executive Director 

GZG South )'lerid,a" Street • T~llahas~ • f L • 32 3~'1600 

v'S, t ~lyrWC .oom 



Date: September 29. 2006 
Kenneth D. Haddad 
Executive Director 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
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NO NET LOSS OF HUNTING LANDS 

FY 2005-2006 Report 
September 29, 2006 

The 2006 Legislature took action to commit the State of Florida to preserving hunting 
lands and hunting opportunities for the future. This document constitutes the Florida Fish and 
Wildhfe Conservation Commission's (Commission) annual report to the Legislature required 
pursuant to section 372.0025, Florida Statutes (HB 265/2006 Session, Ch. 2006-98, Laws of 
Florida). This represents the initial report following adoption of the legislation that became 
effective June 7, 2006. 

Provisions of the statute require an annual report describing the acreage managed by the 
Commission that was closed to hunting during the previous fiscal year, the reasons for the 
closures, and the acreage managed by the Commission that was opened to hunting to compensate 
for closures of existing land. Additional provisions require state agencies and water management 
districts that own or manage land to report properties with acreage open for hunting and closed to 
hunting during the previous fis cal year (except for right-of-way lands, parcels under 50 acres, and 
state parks). As defined in statute, "Commission-managed lands" are lands owned by the 
Commission, lands owned by the state over which the Commission holds management authority, 
or privately owned lands that are leased or managed by the Commission. 

Under the provisions of section 372.0025(4) , Florida Statutes, "Commission land 
management decisions and actions, includmg deCIsions made by private owners to close hunting 
land managed by the Commission, shal! not result in any net loss of habitat land acreage 
available for hunting opportunities on CommIssion-managed lands that exists on the effective 
date of thIs act. The Commission shall expeditiously find replacement acreage for hunting to 
compensate for closures of any existing hunting land. Replacement lands shall, to the greatest 
extent possible, be located within the same administrative region of the CommIssion and shall be 
consistent with the hunting discipline that the Commission allowed on the closed land." 

An evaluation of lands in the Wildlife Management Area (WMA) system detennined that 
approximately 3,256,000 acres of "Commission-managed" publiC hunting land existed on 
June 7,2006. In addItion, approximately 2,377 ,000 acres of federally owned lands in the WMA 
system were available for public hunting during fiscal year 2005-2006, resulting in a total of 
5,633,000 total acres of land open for public hunting in the WMA system. It should be noted that 
acreage figures reported herein are subject to technical correction, and this report will be revised 
depending on final verification of these figures by cooperating landowners and agencies. 

The complete list of properties managed by the Commission or cooperatively managed 
that were open for hunting during fiscal year 2005-2006 is provided (see Table 1). Properties 
managed by the Commission or cooperatively managed that were not open for public hunting 
during fiscal year 2005-2006 are also provided (see Table 2), 



 

Decisions and actions taken by the Commission since the adoption of the No Net Loss of 
 Hunting Lands statute resulted in a net 10crease in Commission-managed hunting lands (see 

Table 3) during fiscal year 2005-2006. An action approved at the request of a private landowner 
dunng fiscal year 2005-2006, but prior to the adoption of the statute, resulted in the removal of 
4,631 acres from Flint Rock WMA. The Commission has established several new WMAs 
totaling 28,150 acres that will be open for public hunting for the first time during fiscal year 
2006-2007 (see Table 2 with footnote). 



 

Acres Opcn for 
Wildlife Ma nagc~ent Area" County Public Hunting 

No rthwest Rcgion 
Apalachee Jackson 7,952 

Apa lachicola Fran k I in/LeonlLi beny/W aku Iia 582,094 
Apalachicola River (WE A) Franklin/Gulf 89,928 

Auci ll a Jeffersonr raylor 47.532 

Blackwater Okaloosa/Sanla Rosa 191, 148 

Blackwater - Carr Unit Santa Rosa 590 

Blackwater - Hunon Unit Santa Rosa 5,089 

Blue Water Creek Escambia 21,300 

Box-R Franklin 7,597 

Choctawhal chee River BayfHoimesfWal10nfWashi nglOn 56,433 

Econ fi na Creek Bay/Washin gton 37 .41 9 
Egli n Air Force Base Santa Rosa/Oka loosa/Walton 463,448 

Escambia Ri ver EscambiaJSanta Rosa 34,77 1 

Flint Roc k Waku lla/Jefferson 19,898 

Joe Budd Gadsden 11,108 

L. Kirk Edward s (WEA ) Leon 688 

Ochlockonee River Leon 2,790 

Pine Log Bay/Washingwn 6,9 11 

Point Wash ington Walton 11, 172 

Robert Bren t GadsdenlLibel1y 8,532 

Talqu in Leon 3.053 

Tate's Hell FrJnk linlLibcrty 187,7 10 

Tate's He ll - Womack Creek Fr.mklinlLibcrty 13,754 

Tyndall Air Force Bay 29,276 

Schne ider Farms (S GA ) Escambia 50 

 Upper Chipola Ri ver Jackson 7,334 

Ye llow Ri ver Santa RosaJOkaloosa 16,863 

Florida Fish a nd Wildli fe Conservation Commission 
No Net Loss of Hunting Lands 

Table I. Propert ies managed by FWC or cooperative!y_ managed that were open for public hunti ng duringFY 2005-2006. 

Florida Administrative Region 



 

Acres Open ror 
Wildlife Management Area' County I~ublic Hunting 

North Central Region 
All igator Lake (SGA) Columbia 484 
An drews Levy 3,34 1 
Bayard Clay 6.324 
Big Bend- Hickory Mound Unit Taylor 14,428 
Big Bend- lena Unit D ixie 12.522 
Big Bend- Spring Creek Un it Taylor 14,600 
Big Bend - Sn ipe Is land Unit Taylor 11.687 
Big Bend - Tide Swamp Un it Taylor 18.338 
Big Shoals Ham ilton 2,410 
Camp Blanding Clay 39,728 
Cary DuvallNassau 2.813 
Cedar Key Scrub Levy 4.838 
Citrus CitruslHemando 47,028 
Cypress Creek Hami lton 1.328 
Devi l's Hammock Levy 6.769 
Flying Eag le Citru s 9,563 
Goet he Levy 44 ,672 
Grove Park Marion 19,637 
Gulf Hammock Levy 24,625 
Holton Creek Ham ilton 2.53 1 
Homosassa Citrus 4, 156 
Jenn ings Forest Clay 23, 182 
Little River Suwannee 1,908 
Loch loosa Alachua 11,083 
Lower Econfina Ri ver (SGA) Taylor 2,392 

 Mal lory Swamp Lafayette 29,463 
Midd le Aucilla 1 eff ersonlMad i sonn' a y lor 1,699 
Nassau Nassau 13.892 

Florida Fish and Wildlire Conscnation Commission 
No Net Loss of Hunting Lands 

Table 1. (cont.) Progerties managed by FWC or cooperatively managed that were open for public hunting during FY 2005-2006. 

Florida Administra tive Region 



 

Acres Open for 
Wildlife Ma nagem ent Area' County Public Hu nting 

North Centra l Region (cont.) 
Usceola Baker/Columbia 266,270 
PCS Phosphate Hamilton 3,992 
Potts Citrus 7,408 
Rai ford BradfordfUnion 8,990 
Ralph E. Simmons Memorial Nassau 3,630 
San Pedro SI. Johns 28,686 
Santa Fe Swamp (\YEA) Bradford 5,627 
Steinhatchee Springs LafayettelDix ierraylor 20,909 
Suwanee Ridge Mitigation Park (\YEA) Hamilton 1,425 
Troy Springs Lafayette 859 
Twin Rivers MadisonlHamilton/Suwannee 7,457 
Twi n Ri vers - Blue Springs Un it Hamiilon 1,974 

Northeast Region 
Buck Lake BrevardlVolusia 9,291 
Bull Creek Osceola 23,646 
Carave lle Ranch PutnamiMarion 26,410 
Dunns Creek Putnam 3,184 
Emeralda Marsh (SGA) Lake 6,476 
Etoniah Creek Putnam 7,145 
Fort Drum Ind ia n River 20,858 
Ft. McCoy Marion 8,688 
Half Moon Su mter 9,479 
Guana River St. Johns 9,815 
Jum per Creek Sumter 10,5 12 

 Lake George PutnamlVolusia 36,330 
Lake George -Dexter Unit Volusi a 14,377 

Florid a Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
No Net Loss of Hunting Lands 

T a ble 1. (conL) Properties managed by FWC or cooperatively managed that were open for public hun ting du ri ng FY 2005-2006. 

F lorida Adm inistra tive Region 



 

Acres Open fo r 
Wildlife Management Area' County Public Hunting 

Northeast Region (cont.) 
Lake Panasoffkee Sumter 8,676 
Li tt le Big Econ loc khatchee Seminole 1,646 
Matanzas St. Johns 4 ,688 
Ocala Lake/MarionlPutn am 382,408 
Ocklawaha Prarie (SGA) Marion 2,400 
Ocklawaha River - Gore's Landing Marion 2,917 
Orange Creek (SGA) Marion/Alachua 1,767 
Relay Flagler 19,672 
Rich loam SumterlHemandolPascolLake 56,3 13 
Rich loam - Baird Uni t Sumter 11,567 
Rock Springs Run Lake/Orange 14,053 
Ross Prairie Marion 3,527 
Sal t Lake Brevard 7,805 
Seminole Forest Lake 15,997 
Seminole Forest - Lake Tracy Un it Lake 3,473 
Seminole Ranch Orange 6,000 
Three Lakes Osceola 52,976 
Three Lakes - Pra irie Lakes Uni t Osceola 8,859 
Tiger Bay Volusia 19,579 
Tiger Bay - Rima Ridge Unit Volusia 11,503 
T.M. Goodwin (PW A) Brevard 6,482 
Tosohatchee Orange 30,701 
Triple N Ranch Osceola 15,391 
Twelve Mile Swamp SI. Johns 19,696 

 

Upper St. Johns River Marsh I3revardllnd ian River 111,966 

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conserva tion Commission 
No Net Loss of Hunting Lands 

T a ble 1. (cont.) Propen ies managed by FWC or cooperatively managed that we~ open for public hunting during FY 2005-2006. 

Flol"ida Administra ti ve Region 



 

Acres Open for 
Wildlife Management Area· County Public Hunting 

Southwest Reeion 
Arbuckle Polk lJ,530 
Avon Park Highlands/Polk 80,000 
Babcoc k/Webb Charlotte 65,770 
Babcock/Webb - Punta Gorda WTF (SGA) Charlotte 884 
BabeocklWebb - Yucca Pens Un it Charlo{telLee 13,242 
Chassahowitzka Hernando 3 I ,453 

Croom Hernando/S umter 20,595 

Green Swamp PolklLake/Sumter 49,768 
Green Swamp - West Unit Pasco 34,335 

Hickory Hammock Highlands 3,791 

Hilochee LakelPolk 9,607 
Hilochee - Osprey Unit (SGA) Polk 6,336 

Kieco (WMA and SGA) Polk/Osceola 7,426 

Ki ssimmee River (PUAJSGA) Osceola/OkeechobeelHighlands/Glades 23,433 

Lake Marion Creek Polk/Osceola 9,469 
Lake Wales Ridge - Royce Unit (WEAJSGA) Highland s 2,641 

Myakka State Forest (SGA) Sarasota 7,295 
Upper Hill sborough PascolPolk 5,178 
Walk-in-the-Water Polk 5,958 

South Reeion 
Big Cypress CollierfMonroefMiami-Dadc 565,848 
Crew (WEA) Lee/Collier 28,540 
Dinner Island Hendry 21,714 
Everg lades Miami-DadelBrowardlPalm Beach 671,831  

Fisheating Creek Glades 18,272 

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
No Net Loss of Hunting Lands 

Table 1. (cont.) Properties managed by FWC or cooperative ly managed that were open for public hunting during FY 2005-2006. 

Florida Administrative Region 



 

Flol'ida Fish and Wildlife Consel'vation Commission 
No Net Loss of Hunting Lands 

Tahle 1. (cant. ) Properties managed by FWC or cooperatively managed that were open for public hu nting.duringFY 2005-2006. 

Flol'ida Administl'ative Region 
ACl'es Open fol' 

Wildlife Mana_gemeni Al'ea' County Public Hunting 
South Region (cont.) 

Frog Pond Miami-Dade 470 
Holeyland Palm Beach/Broward 35.350 
John G. & Susan H. Dupuis (WEA) MartinlPalm Beac h 21,935 
JonesfHungryland (WEA) Marti nlPalm Beac h 10,294 
J. W. Corbett Palm Beach 60,288 
Okaloacoochee Sloug h Hendry/Collier 34,722 
Picayune Strand Collier 7 1.1 35 
Rotenberger Palm Beach/B roward 28,760 
Southern Glades (WEA) Miami-Dade 31,380 
Spi rit of the Wi ld Hendry 7,486 
SlOnn water Treatment Area I WEST (SGA) Palm Beach 6,770 
Storm water Treatment Area 3/4 (SGA) Palm Beach 16,772 
Storrnwater Treatment Area 5 (SGA) Hendry 5,120 

• Areas listed are part of the wildlife management area system. Specific area/usc designations within the WMA system apply as follows : 
PUA - Pub lic Use Area 
PWA - Pub lic Waterfowl Area 
SGA - Small Game Hun ti ng Area 
WEA - Wi ldl ife and Environmental Area 
WM A - Wildlife Management Area 

 



 

Acres Not Open ror 
Area' County Public Hunting 

Northwest Region 
Alligator Poi nt CW A Franklin 145 
Gerome's Cave CWA Jac kson 2 
Judges Cave WEA Jackson 37 
Lafayette Creek WMA • Walton 3, 160 
SI. George Causeway CW A Frankl in 32 
Tyndall CWA Bay to 
Wakulla WMA a Wakulla 4,045 

North Central Region 
Amelia Island CW A Nassau to 
Bi rd Islands CWA Duval 2 
Brannan Field Mitigation Park WEA ClaylDu val 386 
Fort White Mitigation Park WEA Gilcrest 1.329 

Northeast Region 
Jennings Cave CWA Marion 2 
Matanzas In let CW A SI. Johns 28 
Ponce de Leon Inlet CW A Volusia 14 

Southwest Region 
Alafia Banks CWA Hi llsborough 75 
Bullfrog Creek WEA Hillsboro 833 
Hickey Creek Mitigation Park WEA Lee 768 
Lake Wales Ridge WEA Highlands 13,259 
Litt le Estero Island CWA Lee 25 
Little Gator Creek WEA Pasco 566 

 

Moody Branch Mitigation Park WEA Manatee 960 
Myakka Ri ver CWA Sarasota 1 
Perry Olden berg Mitigation Park WEA Hemando 368 
Plait Branch Mitigation Park WEA Highlands 1,973 

f lorid::, fish and Wildlire Conserv::ttion Commission 
No Net Loss of Hun tin g Lands 

Table 2. Pro~rties managed by FWC or cooperat ively managed that were closed to~ic hunting during FY 2005-2006. 

Florida Administrative Region 



 

 

Florida Fish and Wild lire Conservation Commission 
No Net Loss of Hun ting Lands 

Table 2. (cont.) Pro2~ ies manag~d by FWC or cooperatively manage4 that \ycre closed to pub lic hunting duri ng FY 2005-2006. 

Florida Administra tive Region 

Area' 
South Region 
ABC Islan ds CW A 

County 

Collier 

Acres Not Open ror 
Public Hunting 

75 
Allapattah Flats SGA' 
Big Marco Pass CW A 

Mart in 
Collier 

20,945 
60 

Bill Sadowski CW A Dade 700 
Caxambas Pass CW A Collier 1 
Ch insegUl Nalllre Cen ter WEA Hernando 1,179 
Deerfield Island Park CW A Broward 56 
Florida Keys WEA Monroe 2,J44 
Pelican Shoal CWA Monroe 1 
Rookery Island CW A 
Spit Oak Mitigation Park WEA 

Coll ier 
Orange/Osceola 

5 
1,689 

'The following area designat ions apply: 
CWA - Cri tica l Wild life Area 
SGA - Small Game Hunti ng Area 
WEA - Wildl ife and Env ironmental Area 
WMA - Wildl ife Management Area 

a New area approved to be open for public hun ting in FY 2006-2007. 



 

 

Florida Fish and Wildlire Conservation Commission 
No Net Loss of Hunting Lands 

Table 3. Commission-managed lands that were closed to public hunting during FY 2005-2006 or opened to public hunting to compensate for closures. 

Florida Administrative Region 
Removed Added Acreage 

Wildlire Man"gel!lent-.Are~ _ CQunt,L -.Acreage Acreage Ch.t~e _ _ Reasons rOT the Ch.tnge 

Northwest Region 
Econfina Creek WMA Bay/Washington 851 1,271 420 Request by the landowncr* based on an ex(.;hange and pur(.;hasc of properties 

*Northwest Florida Water Managcment District 
Note: removed and added acreage are reported pursuant IO sc(.;(ion 372.0025, r.S. , (cffc (.; live June 7,2006) . 


